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After decades with few finds of SC in the Ries 

Crater, especially in comparison to the twin crater 

Steinheim,  [1]-[5] in 2017 a new hot spot was 

discovered. To date it yielded more than 1000 

specimens of limestone SC. 

The SC consist of micritic limestone, mostly dark 

grey, but sometimes containing marl enriched 

portions of reddish violet or greenish colour. Some 

come with carneolic indentations and adhering red 

quartz sand.  Under the microscope the SC exhibit 

clearly pedogenic features, like micritic clasts, 

pellets and shrinkage fissures filled by cement. No 

traces of fossils were found.  

The SC find site is also a hotspot of red, brown, 

white and blue to black cherts. 

The new Ries SC therefore originate from limestone 

beds within the Keuper sandstone section (see [6]). 

A likely scenario is that they were transported in a 

big (~50 m) block from 300 m depth in the vicinity 

of the inner wall over more than 5 km to the north. 
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