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No 'new evidence' for meteoritic origin of the
Tunguska event

German, B.R., Ingtitute of Physics of the Ukrainian
Academy of Sciences, R. Luxemburg str. 72, 83114
Donetsk, Ukraine, german@mail.fti.ac.donetsk.ua

A recent report [1] found that investigated Tunguska
samples are microscopically small remnants of a
meteoritic body, and while diamond and lonsdaleite
were considered to be products of the impact, other
metallic phases such as troilite, schreibersite, y-Fe
and taenite were described as a typical set of
meteoritic minerals in the diamond-lonsdaleite-
graphite matrix. However, we remind that: (1) the
presence of aragonite and a light carbon reservoir
[2], [3] indicate that terrestrial carbon graphite could
be the precursor of the analyzed samples, (2) all
nanoinclusions found in the carbonaceous matrix [1]
could be extended out from single grains of
terrestrial troilite [2], (3) the negligible content of Os
and Ir in the carbon matrix [1], [2], [3] support their
terrestrial origin as well. Thus, the report [1] doesn't
provide new proofs for a meteoritic origin of the
Tunguska event, and aternative versions, e.g., an
explosion of Tunguska mantle palaeovolcano during
asolar flare on June 30, 1908 [4], still under debate.
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