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Atacama desert is the driest hot desert on Earth, thus 
being a good spot for meteorites recovery. Over the 
years, our team explored systematically the Central 
Depression, and defined several new DCAs. We can 
now  compare  two  DCAs,  San  Juan[1]  and  El 
Médano. Both collections show an overabundance of 
small  meteorites,  compared  to  other  hot  desert 
DCAs collections, verifying that research on foot is 
the only way to get a statistically reliable collection. 

We recovered 48 stones on 3.88km
2
 at San Juan, and 

over 200 on 1.5km
2
 at El Médano. This is in agree-

ment with the observed higher meteorite density at 
El Médano. Surface ages were determined on quartz 
pebbles collected on the surface, using in situ pro-
duced  cosmogenic  

10
Be.  Assuming no  denudation, 

San Juan surface is around 1,5Myr old, whereas El 
Médano  surface  is  probably  more  than  4Myr  old. 
After classification and pairing, we compare meteor-
ite density, mass and type distribution. We observe a 
higher  H/L ratio  and an  excess  of  type  3  in  both 
DCA compared to fall statistics.
[1]  Gattacceca et al., Meteoritics & Planetary Science 1-
12 (2011) 
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